Dear Zone Leadership Development Chair,

Hello! My name is Carol Busse and I am the SWD LWML Leadership Development Chairperson. I state this with much humility for I am learning about this position and am praying that I can be of some help to you. Included in these pages are some helps for your societies, valuable websites, and District information. If I can be of any further help to you, please feel free to contact me at: 
Carol Busse, W4826 Village Acres Lane, Princeton, WI 54968. 



Email: bcbusse@hotmail.com.
☺   ☺   ☺
“BACK TO SCHOOL” DEVOTIONAL
Props: (Backpack with these items inside: ruler, school glue, eraser, pencil and crayons in the colors of brown, black, red, orange, green, blue, purple, yellow and white)

     It is that time of year; time to say those three little words that mothers love to hear – “Back to School!” You know what I’m talking about. It’s the time of year when summer activities do not stir up excitement in your child any more. “There’s nothing to do,” becomes the saying of the day – every day! The kids are anxious to see their friends and move on to new things. Whether they admit it or not, they are ready for school to begin. So you dust off the backpacks and start filling them up with school supplies. What a great opportunity you have to share your faith with your children.

     Visual aids are a great teaching tool. Who says they have to be limited to the classroom? Take a good look at what is in this backpack. It is full of object lessons. Here are some Bible verses to keep in mind. You might want to write one of these verses or a portion on the ruler or crayon box. You might also wish to write a message for the backpack or lunch box – you can write on a banana or a napkin!

     Now, for the items in their backpacks:

Ruler: O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! ... You made him(man) ruler over all the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet (Psalm 8:1,6). Let Christ rule your life.
School Glue: Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good (Romans 12:9).

Stick to God like glue.

Eraser: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) God erases our sins with His righteousness.
Crayons: I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. (Genesis 9:13). The rainbow reminds us of God’s promises.
These simple crayons can also remind us of our relationship with God, our heavenly Father:

Brown: Man was created by God from the dirt of the ground.

Black: Man fell into sin by his disobedience.

Red: God sacrificed His own Son who shed His blood and died in our place.

Orange: The Easter sunrise reminds us of Christ’s resurrection.

Green: God offers eternal life for all who believe in Christ as their Savior.

Purple: This color of royalty reminds us that we should live to honor and serve our King each day.

Yellow: Some day we will see the streets of Paradise paved with gold.

White: We will receive our robe of righteousness and live with Christ forever because of His love for us.

Pencil: These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up…Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates (Deuteronomy 6:6,7,9). 

     God’s message is the same to parents of today. Use whatever opportunities God gives you to share your faith with your child. Religious teaching is not something that happens only on Sunday morning. Religious training is a matter of sharing faith twenty-four hours a day. You may spend a small fortune on back-to-school supplies and clothes for your children. Add to that investment some Biblical application. If possible, before they leave the house each morning, take time to have devotions with them. It will start you and your children off to a great day and the beginning of a blessed school year. 
Prayer: Dear Lord, We praise You for the gift of children. Help us to remember the many examples you have used to teach the truth. Help us to be mindful of the daily opportunities we have to teach our children and share with others the Good News of life eternal because of Your sacrifice. We thank You for the gift of faith that will allow us to dwell with You eternally. Amen.

BACK TO SCHOOL – Written by Kristin Kaldahl. Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.

©2005. From the LWML website: www.LWML.org 
☺   ☺   ☺
ACTIVITY IDEA:

PAPER MAGIC

Materials: One 8 ½ x 11 inch lavender sheet of paper and a pencil or pen for each participant. A list of your LWML District’s Mission Grant recipients. (You may also have available the list of National Mission Grants.)

You each have a simple, plain piece of paper. It is not very interesting or valuable all by itself. In fact, many of us throw away paper like this each day. Let’s follow a few directions and make this plain paper a bit more interesting.

1) First, lay the paper on the table in front of you so it is longer than it is wide. 

2) Now fold it in half length-wise making a long skinny rectangle with the fold along the left side.

3) You need to make one more fold. Imagine the left edge is divided into thirds. Keeping the left edges lined up, fold down the top third. You now have a shorter rectangle with a fold along the top and a fold along the left side. 

4) Next, draw a line about one inch from the edge of the paper along the top and left sides where the folds are.

5) Put an X in the right rectangle where there are no folds.

6) Along the line you drew, tear away the right rectangle containing the X.

7) Finally, open the paper and see what you have made. You should see a cross!

Crosses are a common sight. They decorate book covers and walls or sit on shelves. Many of us wear them as jewelry. They are reminders of the great Gift of Salvation we receive through Christ’s death and resurrection. Use this cross as a reminder of our LWML Mission Outreach through Mites. In the center of the cross write “LWML Mission Grants”. From your lists, choose four Mission Grant recipients would feel led to pray for. On each arm of the cross, list the four you chose. Place this cross in your Bible or on your frig. Every time you see this cross, say a prayer for the work and safety of those serving in the missions you listed. You may add more grant recipients to the cross each month.

 Colossians 4:2-6 -- 2Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 
Let’s join our hearts in prayer:

Dear Father, We come to You with hearts filled with thanks for all You give us. Bless our mite offerings and those who will receive it. Give us all opportunities to tell of Your love. Give us the words to say and bless our efforts so that our conversations season the lives of others with Your peace and joy. In Jesus’ saving name we pray. Amen.

#14990 Gracious Gifts—Written by Martha Hartwig

Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League-2005

A SAMPLING OF BIBLE STUDY IDEAS FROM: www.lwml.org
(At the website, go to Resources and hit Bible Studies)
Lutheran Woman's Quarterly Bible Studies
· Forklift Encouragement for the “Road” (Spring 2009) - not yet available online 

· Leader's Notes (Spring 2009) 

· Women of the Bible — Mothers Undaunted:
Naomi, Hannah, and Deborah (Spring 2009) 

· Study Helps (Spring 2009) 

· Madres Valientes: Noemí, Ana y Débora
· Plunging Into the Word of God (Winter 2008) 

· Sumergiéndonos en la Palabra de Dios (Winter 2008) 

· Women of the Bible — Teachers of the Gospel: Priscilla, Eunice, and Lois (Winter 2008) - not yet available online 

· Women of the Bible — The Behind-the-Scenes
Women: Dorcas and Rahab (Winter 2008) - not yet available online 

· Spanish: El Manantial de Gozo (Fall 2008) 

· Vital Signs: A Triple Checkup (Fall 2008) - not yet available online 

· Bible Study Helps (Fall 2008) 

· Lord, Please Raise Me Up When I Am Down (Fall 2008) 

· Does the Bible Really Say That? (Summer 2008)

· Let It Not Be So Among Us (Summer 2008) 

· Spanish: Ne Debe Ser Asi Entre Nostros (Summer 2008) 

· Speak the Truth (Summer 2008) 

· Bible Study Helps (Summer 2008) 

· Risky Business (Spring 2008) 

· Bible Study Helps (Spring 2008) 

· Spanish: Un Asunto Arriesgado (Spring 2008) 

· Through Christ: Abundant Life for Women (Winter 2007) 

☺   ☺   ☺
CHECK OUT THE PROGRAM HELPS AVAILABLE FROM: www.lwml.org
(At the website, go to Resources and hit Meeting Helps or Program Helps)
Here are a variety of Bible studies, devotions, programs, and dramas to be used by a society, zone or district LWML, as well as other faith communities, to stimulate interest, develop ideas, and offer creative planning for meetings and special events. Titles in this section are listed in alphabetical order. Following the alphabetical listing is a cross-reference section to aid the user in finding the appropriate program for a specific event.

	|A| |B| |C| |D| |E| |F| |G| |H| |I| |J| |K|  |L| |M| |N| |O|   |P| |Q| |R| |S| |T| |U| |V| |W| |X| |Y| |Z| |INDEX| 


Program Helps on CD - Volume I
Do you wish you had a collection of the LWML resources at your fingertips for a variety of events or meetings? This CD-Rom with over 80 Program Helps indexed and ready for you to print as many copies as you need is a must-have bargain. #59995  $15.00



PRINTABLE PROGRAM HELPS 

	Back to School (Sept 08) 

	 Uplifted for the Lord (Sept 08) 

	Mighty Mission Mites (Sept 08) 

	LWML Mission Statement Responsive Reading (Sept 08) 

	All Along Life's Way 

	Celebrate! You are a Promise

	Mountaintop Adventures

	

	Prayer Service 

	


For more information, contact ...
Lutheran Women's Missionary League
P.O. Box 411993
St. Louis, MO 63141-1993
Phone: 1-800-252-5965 
Fax: 1-314-268-1532 
e-mail: lwml@lwml.org
☺   ☺   ☺
SWD LWML INFORMATION:

	Important Dates - 2009-2010

	2009

October 5

Deadline for Mission Lamp and Christian Life Newsletter articles

October 16 & 17

Fall Retreat - Milwaukee Marriott in Waukesha

October 31

Deadline for Grant Proposals

October 31

Deadline for TLC Scholarship Application for Young Women's Retreat

November 5

Mission Lamp Deadline

December 1

Deadline for Nominations




Plan to Attend!
Upcoming South Wisconsin District LWML Events! Mark your calendars for 
Christian fellowship, spiritual uplifts, personal growth and service.
 

2009 Fall Retreat - October 16 & 17, 2009; Marriott Milwaukee West, Waukesha.  It's all about Him!
 

2010 Young Women's Retreat - February 5 & 6, 2010; The Lodge at Geneva Ridge, Lake Geneva.  
 

2010 SWD Convention - From the Mountains Come Sounds of Joy!  June 18 and 19, 2010; 
Wyndham Milwaukee Airport & Convention Center.

☺   ☺   ☺
ALSO, check out our SWD LWML website at www.swd-lwml.org
☺   ☺   ☺
VIP TO REMEMBER FROM OUR SWD LWML: 
Cindi Gill, Christian Life Committee Chairman
cmgill@charter.net
Phone #608-666-2063

Contact Cindi for all your LWML Catalog and Mite Box Needs.
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